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MADAME VESTRIS. 


Our readers may perhaps be amu- 
sed by the following notice of the 
first appearance of Madame Ves- 
tris on any stage, and they will 
perceive that the critic on his re- 
viewal of the fair debutante was 
pretty correct in his prophecies of 
her future career. “ Madame Ves- 
tris, wife of the celebrated ballet 
master, on Thursday July 20th 
1815, appeared for the first time 
on any stage in the character of 


Proserpina, and seldom have the 
votaries of Terpsichore experien- 
ced a greater treat. This lady 
possesses a richness of tone, and 
correctness of delivery, without 
that affectation of execution, which 
at best can but astonish, without 
finding the way to the heart, added 
to a melodious voice, nature has 


gifted her with an elegant pe 
and a lovely countenangéf since 
her infancy she has redeived: ine i. 
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struction from the first masters, 
and from her successful debut we 
may congratulate the frequenters 
of the OPERA, upon having so val- 
uable an acquisition added to that 
establishment. Upon her entrance 
she was greeted with the applause 
of ENCOURAGEMENT which Pari 
the performance increased, and 
called forth that of general satis- 
factiot” It would be difficult to 
select any particular part without 
being guilty of an injustice to the 
rest, the whole being uniformly 
excellent; we shall not on the pre- 
sent occasion enter minutely into 
the merit of her performance as we 
shall no doubt at a future period 
have occasion to notice her more 
ery: The curtain fell be- 
orean excessively crowded house, 
much to the satisfaction of the 
audience, and we trust equally so, 
to the feelings of the fair debutante 
and her husband.” 
Four-and-twenty years have 
elapsed since the above critique 
was written, and yet it might be 
copied into any of the prints of 
the present day, as referring in all 
its particulars, except the first ap- 
pearance, to the lady for whom it 
was written, as a notice of her pre- 
sent acting, and her attractive in- 
fluence. 





THBATHIOCOALB. 


DRURY LANE. 


Monday. Pizarro, and Harlequin 
Jack Sheppard. 

Fuesday.—-Der Freyschuiz, and 
Harlequin Jack Sheppard. 
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Wednesday.---Rob Roy, and Har- 
lequin Jack Sheppard. 

Thursday.—-Der Freyschutz, wift 
Harlequin Jack Sheppard. — 

Friday.—-Guy Mannering, and 


Pantomime. 


Ou Monday evening, Pizarro was 
represented, Elton as the principal 
character. 

The enthusiastic generosity and 
bravery of the Peruvian leader, is 
not suited to the capabilities of this 
gentleman. It requires the most 
graceful action, fine voice, and ani- 
mated delivery, to be highly im- 
pressive; and a fine person, and 
we cannot, with justice say, that 
Mr. Elton possesses all these. 
His speech to the soldiers, the first 
that occurs of any consequence in 


the play, wanted effect; and the 
line, 


“We serve a monarch whom we 
love, a God whom we adore,” 


was not pronounced with that judi- 
cious taste, that we expect from an 
actor, in this admirable part. In 
the scene where Rolla effects the 
escape of his friend Alonzo, he 
was better, and did more than we 
could have expected, and his ap- 
peal to the feelings of the sentinel, 
who was to admit him to an inter- 
view was certainly very fair; but 
in the anxiety in whichhe watches 
the progress of the released, after 
his escape trom prison, he was not 
sufficiently affecting, nor the ex- 
clamation, “Thank God, thank 
God,” very impressive, as in abler 
hands it generally is. In the 


scene where the child is preserved, , 
when he snatched it fromthe grasp 
of its would-be murderers, he 
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wanted physical force, and his pas- 
sage across the bridge, did not 
elicit the applause, nor excite the 
usual uncommon interest. He 
carried the infant over the tottering 
plank, as if he had been exhausted 
long before his appearance on it. 
He should mount it with the ut- 
most vigour, imitating a man ani- 
mated by the resistance he had 
met with, and not till the soldiers 
take aim and fire, should he appear 
to faulter and sink, as if overcome 
with death, and failing strengthand 
motiony But such was not the 
Rolla of Mr. Elton. 

In the tent scene, where Pizarro 
is awakened from his sleep by 
Rolla, a little improvement was 
visible, though tame, to those who 
remember the way in which Kem- 
ble or Wallack sprang from the 
tyrant. Notwithstanding that Mr. 
Elton was evidently striving to 
please, the play languished on the 
audience, no doubt partly owing to 
the subordinate characters being 
indifferently filled, and the choruses 
badly executed. 
ft. We have devoted considerable 
space to this reviewal of Mr. El- 
ton’s Rolla, as he has beén put 
forward at Drury Lane this season 
in characters which, at the national 
theatres, are seldom attempted but 
by actors of a very superior stamp. 
We do not hesitate to aver, that he 
has been pushed upon the public, 
for no one can deny, that he is not 
qualified for the characters of 
Glo’ster, Rolla, Romeo, &c. &c., 
and all the long line of leading 
parts in which he has appeared. 

This is very bad policy, even 
although Mr. Hammond is only 
keeping open house, till the arrival 
of Macready and Co. Yet, why 
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not stick to opera, if he has no 
leading man for tragedy. Opera 
has succeeded, but tragedy has not, 
and when the campaign for two 
months opens, under Macready, 
there will be no room for the for- 
mer, and the latter will then be in 
the ascendant. With the highly- 
effective band, superior to Covent- 
Garden, Drury-Lane ought to have 
been the temple of music; if no 
better than Elton could be found 
to lead in the highest walks of the 
drama. | 

Certainly we have had Der Frey- 
schutz and the Beggar’s Opera, 
and these have been successful, 
but we could have dispensed with 
Richard, and Pizarro, and such 
plays, when performed by Mr. 

lton. Perhaps, after the unfor- 
tunate termination of Mr. Mad- 
docks’s career, Mr. Hammond_ is 
unwilling to offer any new candi- 
date for public favor, but he should 
remember, that on the same even- 
ing that Maddocks fell, Miss Mon- 
tague rose, and was highly effec- 
tive, and so may the next new 
aspirant for histrionic fame. Itis 
no cause for despair, or doubt of 
rising and unknown genius, be- 
cause there has occurred one fail- 
ure. Let Mr. Hammond take the 
hint, and not shut the door against 
new faces, because it was once 
opened unwittingly toa fool, only 
be a little more circumspect, in 
admitting tyros, and all may yet 
be well. 

Drury Lane should not close 
when Macready leaves, and there 
remains a portion of the season for 
Mr. Hammond yet to manage most 
judiciously. 

The pantomime at this house i 
now got into full operation, an 
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each performer seems to know full 
well his business, although we can- 
not but remark, with respect to Mr. 
Oxberry, that we think he is capa- 
ble of making the character of Jack 
Sheppard more amusing, if he 
would take alittle more pains, and 
we'would remind him, that he is 
not playing in a minor theatre, but 
a theatre royal, where there is a 


certain class who pay two shillings . 


admittance, and who think they 
have aright to know what is going 
on, upon the stage, as well as any 
other part of the audience, for cer- 
tain it is, they can scarcely hear a 


' word distinctly, that he utters. If 


Mr. Ray, as the Dutchman, would 
have a little more dash about him, 
in this character, tt would be more 
like pantomime; the part will 
admit of broad burlesque. Silves- 
ter isreally astonishing in his leaps, 
and bids fair to rival the far-famed 
Ireland, some twenty-five years 
ago, at Astleys. Halta-dozen 
leaps are as good as twenty, and it 
becomes tiresome, and loses its 
effect to continue it so long. “The 
Scotch military dance is excellent, 
likewise the coco dance, by the 
Chiarini family. The diorama of 
Marshall’sis second to none as a 
painting, if we except Stanfield. It 
is managed much better than on the 
first night, the various lights being 
attended to, as was first intended. 





COVENT-GARDEN. 


Monday.---Artaxerxes, Patter v. 
Clatier, and the Merrie Devil 
of Edmonton. 


Tuesday.---School for Scandal, and 
Pantomime 


Wednesday.--The Beggar's Opera, 
Printer’s Devil, and the Merrie 
Devil of Edmonton. 

Thursday.---The Rivals, and Pan- 
tomime. 

Friday.--John Bull, and Panto- 


mime. 


The pantomime is increasing in 
attraction, and being a little cur- 
tailed, is decidedly improved. This 
theatre has had to boast during the 
week of a continued succession of 
crowded houses, and its fair lessee 
may look forward to terminating 
her first season, with both profit 
and applause. 

It was our intention to have no- 
ticed the performance of Charles 
Mathews in the farce of Patter, 
versus Clatter before, and it having 
been played again this week, we 
recommend very strongly to our 
playgoing readers to witness his 
acting in this piece. The versati- 
lity of talent brought into action is 


amazing. Five different charac- 


ters are represented, without leav- 
ing the stage, and the quickness in 
the changing, from one to the 
other, is surprising. Those who 
remember his father, had a treat 
at that time of day, but in witness- 
ing the son they will be equally 
oratified. 

The rapidity with which he ex- 
ecutes his song, and his articula- 
tion, being so distinct, surpasses 
any thing thathas been done be- 
fore of the kind. We wish Mr. 
M. would doa little more in this 


line of acting. He is altogether 
without a rival. 





Mr. and Mrs. Bland are playing 
at Bristol. - . 
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HAYMARKET. 


Monday.---Othello, with O’Flan- 
nigan and the Fairies. 

Luesday.—-Riwals, and O'Flan- 
Nid Ane 

Wednesday.---Sea Captain, with 
O'’Flannigan, and Portrait of 
Cervantes. 

Thursday.—-Rivals, O'Flannigan 
and the Fairies, with Our Mary 
Anne. 

Friday.---Merchant of Venice, and 
O’ Flannigan and the Fairies. 


A continuation of the same pieces, 
as last week, have been played 
here. We have noticed each of 
them before. 

O’Flannigan and the Fairies, 
with Power, has drawn good half- 


prices. 


— 


ADELPHI. 





=o“ 


Monday and during the Week.---- 
Jack Sheppard, with the Panto- 


meme. 


Jack Sheppard is here again in all 
his glory. The novelty of Mrs. 
Keeley playing the part is no 
doubt a great card for the manage- 
ment. If we select any portion 
of her performance in this charac- 
ter, it must be the scene in Willes- 
den church-yard. This is truly 
pathetic, and worthy of her supe- 
rior ability as an actress of no 
ordinary stamp. 

But does Ainsworth, in his novel 
make Blueskin anything ‘similar to 
that of Paul Bedford ? We should 
say no, for we know of no other 
person on the stage that would do 
so much with a bad part, as it evi- 
dently is. Poor John Reeve was 


2g 


a great favourite here, but thau,. 
Paul, art an original; without 
buffoonery, or without even caus- 
ing'a blush at the expense of others, 
long may you continue to sing 
Jolly Nose. 





as 


SURREY. 


Monday and during the Week. 
Michael Earle, Family Jars 
Mended, and the Pantomime. 


The new domestic drama, Michael 
Karle, by Mr. Wilks, is gaining 
ground on public favour very fast. 
The plot is very similar to that of » — 
the Mountaineers. The character 
sustained by Mr. Saville is Octa- 
vian, or nearly so; indeed we think 
it a better part of the two, and this | 
gentleman does ample justice to it, , 
Smith has a comic bit, which he. 
makes the most of. The part of 
a gardener, played by Mr. Nevil, 
is very good, but we do not think 
he adds to the beauty of the lan- 


guage, when he makes use of some 


which the author never wrote, and. 
which was very obnoxious to the . 
ears of the audience. We trust he. 
will take the hint, and omit it for . 
the future. | 

A one act farce, called Famil 
Jars Mended, or the Double Di- 
vorce, is very amusing. Smith, as 
a hen-pecked husband, a tailor, 
who is determined to be divorced 
from his wife, and who gets drunk 
to mortify her, kept the house in a 
roar of laughter. His drunken 
scenes are always excellent, never 
losing the effect by over doing 
them. “~ 

The pantomime is too long, two 
hours and a half istoo much. The 
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scenery is really beautiful, and we 
think the Queen Bee will bring 
lots of honey to the hive of the 
proprietor. 


SADLER’S WELLS. 





or 


Each evening during the Week.--- 
The Sea Devil, or the Free- 
booter’s Son, and Old Father 
Zisop, or Little Cock Rabin, 
‘and the Children in the Wood. 


The last new piece produced at 
this theatre, entitled the Sea Devil, 
or the Freebooter’s Son, has been 


garefully got up, and reflects great 


credit on themanagement, and was 
well received. Mrs. Honner ex- 


erted herself most sucesssfully, and 


sustained the piece with her accus- 
tomed ability. We would suggest 
however, that a less quantity of 
powder, with which the piece 
abounds, would be equally agree- 
able to the nerves and lungs of 
the frequenters of the Wells. 

The pantomime here, according 
to our taste, is the best plot of any 
this season,----the Children in the 
Wood, a tale so well-known, and 
so easily understood by the young 
branches, whom it is intended to 
amuse. ‘Thescene in the Wood, 
where the Robin Red Breasts 
cover the children with leaves, is 
exceedingly well managed, and the 
artist who did the birds deserves 
much credit for his ingenuity. The 
tricks are numerous and good ; the 


one with the porter at the lodge is 


capital. The changes are managed 
with much dexterity. We think 
the Expensive box, from Germany 
going into the Queen’s Arms, ‘had 
better be left out, as it may give 


offence to some portion of the 
audience. The clowns, for there 
are two, with harlequin and colum- 
bine, are the best, take them alto- 
gether. We are of opinion, that 
they surpass those at the larger 
houses by far. It is a most excel- 
lent pantomime, and wil! bear 
seeing moye than once. 


VICTOR?A. 


Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 
---The White Scarf, Mariette 
Duval, and Pantomime. 

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.-- 
hugantino, Mariette Duval, and 
the Pantomime. 





The performances at this Theatre 
have been similar to last week, 
with the exception of Rugantino. 
Mr. Hicks playing the hero, a part 
exactly suited to him. 

The scenery in the pantomime is 
very well painted, and the tricks 
go off much better than on the 
first representation. The house 
continues well attended. 
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CITY OF LONDON. 


Monday, and during the Week.--- 
First Step in Guilt, Nature and 
Art, with the Pantomime. 


The drama entitled, First Step 
in Guilt, is eminently suceessful. 
Gerrald Gray, a burglar, a char- 
acter represented by Mr. Dale, 
(late of the Surrey Theatre) is 
well worth seeing, this gentleman 
we understand, has had very in- 
different health, and from the en- 


ergy he displayed in this part, we 


think he is not likely to mend it, 








THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 31 


Messrs. Dunn & Gardner, have 
very good parts allotted to them, 
and very suitable to their abilities. 
Ellen Gray, the Forger, has been 
well stucied by Miss Vincent ; 
who we think fully entered into 
the author’s meaning, and we 
know of no actress of the present 
day that could do it better; but 
we consider after playing in this 
piece, it is too much, to call upon 
her to play in two other pieces.— 
That of Nature and Art, in which 
she introduees five different char- 
acters, one would think ought to 
be sufficient for one evening, and 
the encores she meets with every 
evening is enough to destroy the 
strongest constitution. However 
she seemsto get through itina 
very clever manner. 

The Pantomine is droll in the 
extreme, and is well worth look- 
ing at if is only for the novelty its 
represents, the house was so full 
we could scarcely get aview of 
vhe stage. 





———~ - 


QUEENS. 


Monday, and during the week.--— 
Ellen Boyle, or the Midnight 
Witness, and the Pantomime. 


If Mr. James does not make a 
fortune, we shall be surprised, 
every novelty offered by this the- 
atre, appears to be highly appro- 
ved of by its numerous patronising 
frequenters, surely Mr. James has 
hit the taste of this neighbourhood 
to a nicety the success of this little 
theatre is only another proof of 
what we have always asserted, let 
the management be good, and 
success is certain. 

On Monday Ellen Boyle, or, 
the Midnight Witness, written 


by Mr. Taylor, was presented for 
the first time, and went off with 
eclat, Oswald Stanton, Mr, Parry 
was made a capital character in 
the hands of this gentleman, and 
Ellen Boyle, by Miss Rogers, 
we have not space sufficient for 
more than this short notice but, 
** en passant, ** may observe the 
general accuracy and knowledge 
of their parts conceived by the 
company inall new pieces. This 
speaks wellof the manager, who 
directs the rehearsals and gives.an 
author a better chance of his dra- 
ma meeting a favourable reception, 
than when the characters, inci- 
dents, and dialogue, are al- 
most as new to the performers as 
they are tothe public. — 





—_ ~ 


GARRICK. 


Every Evening during the Week.-- 
The Union Jack, and the Pan- 
tomime. , 


This is a laughable Pantomime, 
and if we except a few extravagan- 
cles, is very good. 


WHITE CONDUIT HOUSE. 





Concert and Burletta, with othér 
Entertainments, every Evening. 


The Proprietor of this establish- 
ment has opened the large room, 
which is, we think, one of the. most 
beautiful in or near the metropolis. 
The Concert is a most excellent 
one, and is performed by some 
very old favourites. The orches- 
tra is very efficient, and an evening 
spent here, we make no doubt, will 
give satisfaction. 
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STANDARD. 
SHEPHERDESS FIELDS. 


This place of public resort, which 
has sprung up within these few 
years, is progressing very fast in 
public favour. So much so, that 
we hear the proprietor is about to 
erect a Rotunda, similar to that at 
the Grecian Saloon, and to be con- 
ducted after the same manner. 





GRECIAN SALOON, CITY 
ROAD. 


We are indebted to a corressondent 


for the information, respecting this | 


place of amusement. The whole 
of the holiday week the concert has 
been well attended, and we under- 
stand various novelties are in pre- 
paration. 





BOWER SALOON, 


STANGATE STREET, WESTMINSTER 
ROAD. 


The concert has been very good 
here this week; indeed, the comic 
singing of Howell, is a treat, of 
itself Harlequin Hoax has been 
reyived, and is a very appropriate 
piece for so small a place, and as 
nothing will do at Christmas with- 
out a Diorama, the example has 
been followed here, and very well 
done, it is painted by Phillips in 
his-best style. The Burlesque of 


the Heiress of No-Go-Lo, is still 
contmued and is a favorite piece 
here, We are still of opinion that 
foot lights on the stage would be 
an improvement, 


STAGE MANIA. 


(Continued from our last.) 


The maid now came in to tell us, 
that there was a fire raging in the 
next street. 


Cool it with a baboon’s blood, 
Then the charm is firm and good. 


Says Miss Nancy, with impassion- 
ed emphasis. 

Go to bed, hussey, said J (at last 
quite enraged) and cool your poor 
distracted brain ; go to bed, I say; 
she immediately replied, 


I will not be commanded. 

I will be an actress, Sir. Deny me 
this , | 

And an eternal curse fall on you— 

Yes, my father, even on thee, 

Thou venerable good old man, for 
being author of— 


Here she broke off abruptly ; 
and looking at the maid, she fell 
into a passion, and bid her get out 
of the room, fora secret, black, 
and midnight hag, as she was. 

And when I threatened to dis 
inherit her if ever she went upon 
the stage, she gave such a horrible 
twist with her face, & goggled so 
with her eyes, that she really 
frightened me ; and then burst out 
again with the most confounded 
nonsense that ever was heard.— 


Q! I could play the woman, 
with mine eyes, 

And braggart with my tongue, but 
gentle heaven, | 

Cut short all intermission, front to 

«front, 

Bring thou this manager and my 

poor self. 





wal 
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Within my arms length set fhim, 
then, 

As trembling I exhibit why protest 
me 

The baby of a girl, let him but 
hear me, 

And after having spouted, if he 
scorns me, 

Then heaven destroy his patent. 


Upon my word, Miss Nancy, 
said I, this is mighty fine, you are 
acting a very pretty part here, 
you play away nobly, but let me 
tell you Madam, here she had the 
impudence to interrupt me with 
another plaguy speech. . 


Thou sayest truly, that I do play 


well, 

This tune goes manly, come go 
with me 

Unto this Manager: my powers 
are ready, 


My lack.is nothing but .thy leaxe, 

Nancy is ripe for:acting, and the 
.gods above 

Have .given me instruments of 
voice and figure, 

So now, my friends, enjoy what 
cheer you may, 

This night is long, but next week 
will.I play. 


The Devil, you will, Miss, said 
I,.then not a farthing of my, pro- 
perty shall youfinger, I.can. assure 
you, a stage player, No,-no, you 
are mad enough already. Here 
take this candle, and be off to 
your chamber, be off this minute, 
I say, here I had no sooner given 
her the candle, than she rose up, 
shut her eyes, held the light at 
atarms length and began to rub 
her hand, Lady Macbeth like ex- 


claming, 


Yet heres a spot! out damned 
spot! out I say! 


All the perfumes of Arabia will 
not sweeten this little hand, 


Get away then, aud wash it, 
said I, and be d—d to you, and 
don’t put me in a passion, here she 
sighed most bitterly, Oh! Oh! 
Oh! Some time after this, she 
made toward the door, and ran 
sidelong out of the room, still 
shutting her eyes and crying, 


Theres knocking at the gate, 

Go, go, go,"go, go, go, Come, 
come, come, come, come. 

To Bed, to bed, to bed, to bed, 


Here, thank heaven, she made 
her exit for the night; and the 
next day she ran away from me, 
and really put her threats into ex- 
ecution. She has now been under 
the vagrant act for some time, .to 
the infinite distress and misery of 
her 

Disconsolate Father, 
Thomas Plainway. 
Mincing Lane; 
March, 1839. 





THEATRICAL OHIT CHAT, 


Mr{H. Betty.—It gives us great 
pleasure to state that this young 
gentleman, is making a most suc- 
cesful tour through the provinces, 
he continues to draw crowded 
houses, to witness his imperso- 
nation of Claude Melnotte. 

The Metropolis of the west 
is very amply repaying the ex- 
ertions of Mr. Brydges, and his 
equestrian company, with crowded 
houses, to witness his attractive 
entertainments. Ryans company 
has also been delighting the In- 




















habitants of Bath with the chival- 
rous feats of his well trained 


stud. 


Love A-La-Mope. This severe 
satire, was first produced at Drury 
Lane in 1760, and met with great 
success, indeed so much, so that 
George II, then 77, from curiosity 
sent for the manuscript and had it 
read over to him, and the poor old 
German Nobleman, who had the 
task, is said to have been three 
weeks, engaged before him or his 
or his royal master could under- 
stand the provincialisms. 

Tue West InniAN. This com- 
edy when first produced had a 
run of 28 successive nights, and 
the publisher boasted of the dis- 
posal of 12,000 copies, it was 
brought out at Drury Lane, in 


1771. 


ROMEO AND JULIET. In 1749 
acompetition arose between Gar- 
rick and Barry, in the character 
of Romeo, and the town was 
heartily tired of its nightly repe- 
tition for several weeks at both 
theatres. The following’ epi- 
gram may be considered. to be 
one of the best sported on that 
occasion. 
Well, what’s to night cries angry 
Ned, 
As up from bed he rouses, 
Romeo again! and shakes his 
head ; 
A plague on both your houses! 


Mary QuEeEN oF Scots. A 
new tragedy ou this hacknied 
subject, is to be produced at Drury 
Lane in place of Otho, Mr. Ma- 
cready and his éazl, will under- 
take the leading parts, and doubt- 
less in Warner, the scottish heroine 
will be ably persenified. 
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Mr. Riper. The Aberdeen 
theatre, has been for years under 
the management of Mr. Rider, 
who is considered among our 
northern brethren, and in this 
case they ought to know, as the 
best Rob Roy and Macbeth on the 
stage. Master Rider also excels in 
comedy. 


The Durhain theatre has been 
conducted for a considerable time 
by anear relation of Mr. Liston, 
and at Newcastle, was an audience 
first amused by these gentlemen’s 
drolleries. 

We are glad to observe that Mr 
G. Vandenhoff will appear shortly 
again before the public in the 
Clandestine Marriage, this gentle- 
man posesses every quality to be- 
come a first rate tragedian, if he 
perseveres, and we know from his 
own lips that he will doso. 

A play bill ofa small theatre in 
the west of England, remitted to 
us for perusal is the following an- 
nouncement, on Monday next for 
this night only, will be performed 
Othelio, or, the Moor’s revenge, 
Othello, by Mr.Jones, his benefit, 
after which he will sing Jim 
Crow, or, Niggers reasons, the 
whole to conclude with-Tom 
Noddy, and a Pantomime, Tom 
Noddy by Mr. Jones! Mr. Jones 
would certainly prove useful to 
Mr. Hammond. 


Mr. Leigh Hunt’s new play which 
is forthcoming at Covent Garden, 
was refused last season by Mr, 
Macready, doubtless this gentle- 
man had good reasons for not ac- 
cepting it. 

The Woolwich theatre is still to 
let, this has always under proper 
management proved lucrative to 
the lessee. | 
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VENTILLATION. 


era aceon 


Mr, Enpriror, 

Allow me, through your spi- 
rited little publication, to draw the 
attention of the management of 
our theatres generally, to the sub- 


ject of ventilation, the evils result- 


ing from the want of which, the 
subsequent aching head of the play 
frequenting public, incommon with 
my own afford ample proof. 

The proper ventilation of most 
of them being so easy, and from the 
construction of themso inexpensive 
I wonder they have not already be- 
come more perfectly ventilated, as I 
have it on good authority, that the 
usual temperature is highly des- 
tructive of life, and happy should 
I be to see this subject taken up, 
in the right quarters, and as 
promptly acted upon, I would 
however suggest, in order to avoid 
the other extreme, that ventilation 
is one thing and draft another. 

Yours &c. 
PHILANTHROPOS, 





— 


DERIVATION OF SADLER’s WELLS. 
Talking of Tneatres puts me in 
mind of Sadler’s Well, where I 
lately lost my last wig, which had 
been a faithfnl companion for the 
tithe of a century, in consequence 
of the convulsive fits of laughter 
into which that grinning rogue 
Grimaldi continually threw me. 
But his tricks, expert and arch as 
they are, assisted by the wonderful 
exploits of the dog Bruin, and the 
never-to-be-forgotten feats of Mon- 
sieur (what’s his name ?) on the tight 
and slack rope, are nothing com- 
pared with what the holy friars did 
at the same place two or three 
undred years before. Then the 





waters were famous for the cure of 
all sorts of diseases, mental or 
bodily, accdiental or hereditary, 
and from thence derived the name 
the name of the Wells, which when 
Mr. Sadler, a music master, built 
a house there, became Sadler’s 
Wells; now their efficacy is con- 
fined to mental disorders, and they 
are absolute specifics for all attacks 
of the spleen, ennui, blue devils,bad: 
weather, and low spirits. 


Why is the Kensington theatre so 
discreditably attended, has been 
ask of us, we answer that the fanlt 
lies in the management, it is now 
some time since the company have 
been anything better than common 
strollers, or vagabonds from a fair, 
and yet this theatre, is of a such 
size and in such a situation, as in 
better hands to become highly 
respectable 


Mrs. Gorson, ci-divant Miss Land, 
is now playing the hero of Ains- 
worths novel, at Bristol with 
great success. 
The police war has again commen- 
ced against the minor profession- 
als, at the Royal Victoria Saloon, 
the whole corps dramatique having 
been fined by the magistrates at 
Worship Street, among the motley 
group, who were exhibited in 
stage paraphernalia at the office, 
was poor Ellar, the once famed 
harlequin, who upon being ques- 
tioned by the magistrate, as to his 
performing at an unlicensed place, 
when he had himself seen him 
shine in all his glory at the na- 
tional theatres, roohed that age and 
distress had so bent him down, that 
he was glad to make a penny 
where he could. 
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TIMON OF ATHENS. The play 
of Timon is a domestic tragedy, 
and therefore strongly fastens on 
the attention of the reader, surely 
this thoughtful play might be in 
able hands altered to suit repre- 
sentation, andif so, why is it not, 
let some talented man take the 


_hint, for there is in it much that 


would form highly attractive. 


How many of the Tragedies, 
produced at the national theatres, 
during the last ten or dozen years, 
wil’ be on the stage five years 
hence ? we may make some guess 
from the fact, that of the ten 
plays, of the eminent Southern, 
only two, Isabella and Oroonoko, 
kept their place on the modern 
stage. But of aset of ten mo- 
dern plays will two keep their 
place? no? 


_—_—— P —_ 





TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


— 


A Friend. We really cannot enter 
into the private piques between 
actors. We wish there was a 


better understanding amongst 
them. 


Query.---Jt is our intention in our 
monthly parts to take Advertise- 
ments. We thank him for the 
ray and shalibe happy to insert 


An Admirer of our Journal, is 
snformed that Mr. Jefferini’s 
real name is Jefferies. 


We are sure the proprietor of the 
theatre mentioned by T. §., will 
give an order for another nigh, 
or return the money, of properly 
applied to. 


C.--- We agree with C.’s suggestion. 
Weshall furnish a weekly sketch 
of the life and career of the 
leading actors of the day, in 
which every attention will be 
paid to. accurate information and 
detail. . 

A Parisian.—-Parisian novelties 
ara too much sought for in Lon- 
don, as if there was. not sufficient 
talent to provide for the theatres 
without borrowing. from our Gal- 
lic neighbours, but for the sake 
of our correspondent, and others 
of his class, an account of the 
most successful French pieces. 
their plots, and incidents, shall 
be furnished, though by no means 
with the view to their adaptation 
to the English stage. | 

H. H.---The manager of the Exe- 
ter Theatre is Mr. Hay. He 
has had that establishment for 
years, and is decidedly patron- 
ised. We scarcely know of any 
provincial theatre so generally 
successful. He has just opened 
with a new pantomime, written 
expressly for hiscompany. _ 

An Actor.—-Adn Actor's exposition 
of the tyranny of Theatrical 
Agency, has been received. We 
cannot give insertion to his de- 
tails till they are authentica ed. 

G.---Send the manuscript, and we 
will give it our earliest attention 


*.* <All communications for the 
Editor (post paid ) to be sent to 
the Printer's. 
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